It seems unwise to assume the haemoglobin concentrations reported by Emond et al are lower than those that would have been obtained from venous blood from the same children. Their method of sampling appears to be similar to our own, and given the bias to slightly higher values obtained with the Hemocue (assuming the values given by the laboratory analyser represent truth), it is possible that venous haemoglobin values in their population could be on average some 5 g/l lower than those reported for skin puncture samples. may need the combined intervention of health professionals and parents, the latter using the rights for special needs education prescribed by the Children Act as a basis for their lobbying.
The United Kingdom Children's Cancer Study Group (UKCCSG) has made considerable progress in developing audited, collaborative research protocols that will allow assessment of the relative merits of different treatments. There is a need for ever closer neurosurgical input into clinical trial development.
Such a reorganisation of facilities for childhood brain would be greatly assisted by the development of specialist purchasing guidelines that define core standards of care. This process has been discussed by representives of the paediatric neurosurgical and oncological interest groups of the UKCCSG. Approval of all the relevant royal colleges is being sought.
We hope that we can ensure more consistent service provision for UK children with brain tumours. Current inequalities in health service availability become only too obvious when high profile cases seeking international referral hit the national headlines.
DAVID Because of rapid updating of the guidelines there are at present two sets published and widely available, which have a number of differences. The study does not clearly specify which guidelines were used and the conclusions drawn are based on the fact that the two published sets are equivalent. SIMON The study itself used the current guidelines at the time (1994), and we stressed in our second paragraph that the 'Guidelines for paediatric resuscitation published by the European Resuscitation Council (1994) 
